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GOvtputs refonns on fast track, , ' .

Subsidies'and10numbertopeconomi.ctaskforce'sagenda
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BUOYED BY the recent
vanquishing af the Oppasi-
tian in three impartant

l!>tates,the Prim,e Minister's
Office isresalutely pursu-

i:ing the refarm agenda. Un-
der the helmsmanship af

jthe ecanamic adviser to.the
'Prime Minister, S.

,: Narayan, 31 priarity and
thrust items will be deliber-
ated upan an Thursday.

The high-pawered graup
which includes the rev-
enue, cammerce, infarma-
tian technalagy, urban de-
velapment, ecanamic af-
fairs and home amang ath-
ers is suppased to. take a
view an a wide variety af
issues. Farmer finance sec-
retary Narayan was ap-
painted the paintman an
ecanamic issues to the
Prime Minister a shart
while aga.'

Two.af the mare impar-
tant issues that will be tak-
en up far canfabulatian and
po.licy making pertain to.
subsidies 'and the expedi-
tiaus creatian af an under-
lying crass-linked identifi-
catian number far ,allpassi-.

ble gavernment interven-
tio.n.

Several.af these issues
will then be distilled arid
put up far decisian making
by the cabinet cammittees
an ecanamic affairs and
ecanamic 'refarms. Amang "
the mare vital issues are go- .
ing to.be:

. Farmulatian af a na-
tianal, palicy an subsidies
which ,wauldidentify target
graups,. gaads and services,
subsidy harms and an exit
strategy far existing subsi'
dies which are incansistent
with, pal~cy/, dane under
the aegis af' finance and
econamic affairs min-
istries.

. Devise the cantent af
,the prapased machine-
readable identity card
scheme to. enable linkages
acrass sectars, databases to.
facilitate use af af the num-
ber as the underlying crass-
linked identificatian num-
ber far all passible gavern-
ment interventian. This
will be an the lines af the
sacial security number in
the US and will be dane un-
'cler the aegis. af IT and
Hame affairs.

. Revitalisingnarth-
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eastern cauncil to. ensure
territarial integrity af the
states. Special develapmen-
tal, administrative and se-
curity related pragrammes
including fencing' af re-
maining partian af Inda-
Bangladesh barder and
canstructian af raads. To.
be dane under the aegis af
NE and hame affairs.. Civil service refarms
to. imprave transparency,
acco.untability, hanesty, ef-
ficiency and sensitivity in
public administratian at all
levels. Under the aegis af
DOPT. .

. Farmulating apprapri-

ate palicy and creating en-
abling enviranment to. in-
crease India's share in
warld exparts fram the ex-
isting level af 0.6 per cent
to. 1 per cent. Lang stated
gaal af the Cammerce min-
istry.

. Develapthe gavern-
ment's philasaphy an regu-
latian with' necessary sec-
taral variants to.be the un-
derlying basis far regulata-
ry arrangements acrass
variaus sectars.

. Manitar and expedite
finalisatian and subse-
quent implementatian af
Natianal Actian Plan an e-
gavernance.

. Camprehensive cam-
puterisatian af the income
tax system to. benefit in-
came taxpayers and im-
prave tax administratian.

. Finalisatianaf natian-
al palicy an slums. '

. Ensure finalisatian af
madel municipal law and
facilitate necessary fallaw
up actians far adaptian by
states.

The afarementianed
items are cansidered cate-
gary 1 and will be mani-
tared persanally by ,the
prime minister.


