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ties of the Open Docu- ;nultiple‘ 'OPe“ source
ocumen's ment Format. to  help software projects.
; ensure t_hdz'gohemm’cnb! The best part of ODF is
'o be mude information,.records and that its specification is
documents are accessible ayailable for use by any
; ibl . across  platforms  and  developer, including
uccess e applications, even as _proprietary software
° 3 technologies change vendors as well as open
onl'ne eas‘l today and in the future. source devclopers_ Kcy
The ODF Alliance members of of ODF
° .. kicked off its events in Alliance in India include
V|u ODF {9 India with a national Sun Microsystems, IBM,
.~ seminar'on ODF in New Red Hat, IBM, Novell,
s governments ar-  Delhi on Friday jointly CDAC and faculty from
ound the world Wwith the “International [IT Delhi, IIM Ahmed-
adopt to e-gover- Congress on Electronic abad and IIT Bombay.
nance big-time, one of Governance” * at IIT The alliance says that
the major problem faced | Delhi. But what's ODF. ODF provides govern-
by them and their con- | I's an open XML-based ments with enhanced
stituents is that they may | document file format access by ensuring that
not be able to access, | that e_r_lablcs. the retrieval documents are usable in
retrieve and use critical | information  and. the future by anyone, at
records, information and 7 €Xchange of documenis any time. g
documents in the future. (including. spreadsheets; “By providing com-
This is because the docu- charts, and  presenta- plete  interoperability
ments could be stored in tions) without regard o among office  suites
different formats, using the application or plat- ODF provides govern-|
different platform tech- form in which the docu- \ ments - with - greater
nologies. ment was created — \hoice." 22 =
And in an effort to both now and in the
make the documents -
accessible online easily, ODF was developed as
several technology com- | an application-indepen-
panies and organisations dent file format by Oasis
got together and formed (Organisation for the
the Open Document For- Advancement of Struc-
mat Alliance in March tured Information Stan-
this year. The mission of dards), a vendor-neutral
the ODF Alliance is to standards organisation.
enable “the public sector It 1s available for
to have greater control implementation and use
over and direct manage- free of any licensing,
ment of their own royalty payments or
records, information and Other restrictions. ODF
documents, the ODF has been an approved
Alliance seeks to pro- OASIS standard since
mote and advance the' May 2005 and has been
use of ODF”. implemented by multiple
ODF Alliance works vendors in a variety of
globally to educate poli- products as well as in
cymakers, IT administra-
tors and the public on the
benefits and opportuni-
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Documents
to be made
accessible

online easily
via ODF

s governments ar-
ound the world
adopt to e-gover-

nance big-time, one of
the major problem faced
by them and their con-
stituents is that they may
not be able to access,
retrieve and use critical
records, information and
documents in the future.
This is because the docu-
ments could be stored in
different formats, using
different platform tech-
nologies.

And in an effort to
make the documents
accessible online easily,
several technology com-
panies and organisations
got together and formed
the Open Document For-
mat Alliance in March
this year. The mission of
the ODF Alliance is to
enable “the public sector
to have greater control
over and direct manage-
ment of their own
records, information and
documents, the ODF
Alliance seeks to pro-
mote and advance the
use of ODF”.

ODF Alliance works
globally to educate poli-
cymakers, IT administra-
tors and the public on the
benefits and opportuni-
ties of the Open Docu-
ment Format to help
ensure that government
information, records and
documents are accessible
across platforms and
applications, even as
technologies change

today and in the future.
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The ODF Alliance
kicked off its events in
India with a national
seminar on ODF in New
Delhi on Friday jointly
with the “International
Congress on Electronic
Governance” at IIT
Delhi. But what’s ODF.
It’s an open XML-based
document file format
that enables the retrieval
of information and
exchange of documents
(including spreadsheets,
charts, and presenta-
tions) without regard to
the application or plat-
form in which the docu-
ment was created —
both now and in the
future. ODF was devel-
oped as an application-
independent file format
by Oasis (Organisation
for the Advancement of
Structured Information
Standards), a vendor-
neutral standards organi-
sation. It is available for
implementation and use
free of any licensing,
royalty payments or
other restrictions. ODF
has been an approved
OASIS standard since
May 2005 and has been
implemented by multiple
vendors in a variety of
products as well as in
multiple open source
software projects.
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The best part of ODF is
that its specification is
available for use by any
developer, including
proprietary software
vendors as well as open
source developers. Key
members of of ODF
Alliance in India include
Sun Microsystems, IBM,

Red Hat, IBM, Novell,
CDAC and faculty from
[IT Delhi, [IM Ahmed-
abad and IIT Bombay.
The alliance says that
ODF provides govern-
ments with enhanced
access by ensuring that
documents are usable in
the future by anyone, at
any time. “By providing
complete interoperabili-
ty among office suites,
ODF provides govern-
ments  with  greater
choice.”
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Alliance of 4 gainst Microsoft

By KALyan Ray
DH NEws SERVICE

New DeLH: Eyeing an annual mar-
ket of $ 1.5 billion in the government
sector, followers of open-standard
software including IBM, Novell, Sun
Microsystems and Red Hat have
formed an alliance to promote use of
open-source offices packages, which
the companies claim can save mil-
lions for the governments.

The alliance has support from the
Indian Institute of Technology, Del-
hi; IIT, Mumbai; Centre for Develop-
ment of Advanced Computing
(CDAC) in Pune and Indian Institute
of Management (IIM), Ahmedabad.
The alliance was formally launched
11 days back.

However, the unstated intention
to drive the initiative is rivalry be-
tween the pro and anti-proprietary
software lobbies in an effort to get a
chunk of the § 1.5 billion market in
the government sector, which is in-
creasing by 20 per cent every year, ac-

cording to a NASSCOM report.

Besides the central government,
most of the states — 19 of them have
an IT policy - are giving increasing
focus on two verticals — government-
to-government business and govern-
ment-to-citizen initiatives like infor-
mation kiosks, thereby further in-
creasing the market potential, said D
Seetharam, the vice president in
charge of government programmes
at IBM.

“Presently we can hardly compete
in government tendering as the
stress is on ‘compatibility’ that calls
for inclusion of more proprietary
software in the system. We are
telling the official to put ‘inter-oper-
ability’ in tenders so that a level play-
ing field is created for us,” Jaijit
Bhattacharya, Country Director in
charge of government strategy, Sun
Microsystems, told Deccan Herald
on the sidelines of a seminar on open
source here on Friday.

Sun has its Star Office suite
whose market-share is negligible

compared to MS-office. Open Docu-
ment Format (ODF) promoted by Red
Hat and IBM is another contender
for the Office Suite market.

ODF is an open XMI-based docu-
ment file format for saving and ex-
changing office documents, which
are created using primarily word
processors like MS Word and spread-
sheets like MS Excel.

IIM has shown that Delhi govern-
ment saved three-fourth of its soft-
ware purchase in a year by shifting
to open document format from pro-
prietary one like MS Office. “Approx-
imately 78 per cent of total software
purchased by the Delhi government
were for buying licensed office
suites. They stopped the practice
since December, 2005 and that money
can now be utilized for other IT prod-
ucts like servers and database,” said
Prof. Rajanish Dass of IIM, Ahmed-
abad who had studied the Delhi case.
Other users of ODF include Life In-
surance Corporation, the Election
Commission, HDFC Bank etc.
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Seminar on open
document format
for interoperability

Herald News Service

NEW DELHI: The na-

tional seminar on open
document form at (ODF) is
being held here to focus on
the impact of ODPF in India
and the Indian govern-
ments and to increase the
awareness of the issue. The
seminar is being hosted by
the department of Manage-

‘ment Sciences, IIT Delhi

alongwith NIC.,

Documents are the life
blood of modern govern-
ments and its citizens. Gov-
ernments use them to cap-
ture knowledge, store criti-
cal information, coordinate
activities, measure results,
and communicate across
departments and with busi-
nesses and citizens.

As documents and ser-
vices are increasingly trans-
formed from paper to elec-
tronic form, there is a grow-
ing problem that govern-
ments and their stakehold-
ers may not be able to ac-
cess, retrieve and use criti-
cal records, information and
documents in the future.

- To adapt to ever-chang-

ing technology and busi-
ness processes, govern-
ments need ﬂexibility and
reliability in accessing, us-
ing and mamtammg these

documents..

Open file for-
mats-the technology be-
hind documents that deter-
mine the level of control
governments have to cre-
ate, exchange and archive
information-are the key en-
abler of this flexibility and
reliability. e

The requirement to share
and save documents with
high degrees of fidelity
drives common usage of a

small number of common file

formats. Governments that'
- are tied to technology, strat-

egy and pricing decisions
of a single supplier, some-
times without reasonable

tive ‘vendors, are havmg'
technology decisions im-

posed on them, and the
businesses and citizens that
need to interact with those
documents.
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.. NEW DELHI: The Open
Document Format Alliance
(ODF Alliance,) a broad
cross-section, of associa-
tions, academia and indus-
try dedicated to improving
access to electronic govern-

‘ment documents, along with

India’s leading technical
institutions, global IT ma-
Jors and government agen-
cies recently today held the
first ever national event in

support of the Open docu- .

ment format (ODF), which
will help revolutionize the
way we document, store,
retrieve and share our data

across the globe. The orga-

nizations expressed their
strong support for the ODF
at the National Seminar on
Open document format, held
by the ‘Indian (or Indian
chapter of the) ODF Alli-
ance’ and the ‘International
Congress on Electronic
Governance’ at IIT Delhi,

‘Representatives from the

vdrious organizations delib-

 erated on the p &entidl of ¢

Open document format
(ODF) in India and action
points, which when
adopted, would signifi-
cantly change the way data
is managed in'the nation and
help increase IT penetration
in the ‘country, leading to a
narrowing of the digital di-
vide and independence from
particular vendors.

« The Open document for-
mat (ODF) is an open XML-’
based document file format
that enables the retrieval of
information and exchange of
documents ' (including
spreadsheets, charts, and
presentations) = without re-
gard to the application or
platform in which the docu-
ment was created-both now-
and in the future. In early
May, ODF garnered sweep-
ing approval in the Interna-
tional Standards Organiza-
tion (ISO) asan mternational
standard paving its way for
widespread adoption.

IT majors, academia  come
~ together to support ODF

‘ODF was developed as
an application-independent
file format by OASIS (Orga-
nization for the Advance-
ment of Structured Informa-
tion Standards), a vendor-
neutral standards organiza-
tion. It is available for imple-
mentation and use free of
any licensing, royalty pay-
ments, or other restrictions.
.. ODF has been an ap-
proved OASIS standard
since My 2005, and has
been implemented by mul-
tiple vendors in a variety of
products as well as in mul-
tiple open source software
projects. Further, the ODF
specification is available for
use by any developer, in-
cluding proprietary soft-
ware vendos as well as open
source developers.
Bringing this revolution
to India arc the key members
of the National ODF Alli-
ance-which primarily in-
clude Sun Microsystems,
IBM, Red Hat, IBM, hovell,

CDAC and faculty from IIT
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' Delhi, IIM Ahmedabad and in this endeavor.” “burgeoning Indian SM E\
IIT Bombay. Welcoming Emphasising the impor- Sector, Mr  Rajdeep "
this  initiative and tance of ODF for Indian Sahrawat, vice President,
hignhlighting itsimportance economy,  Mr _Jaijit NASS, COM said, “In
in Indian IT Scenario, Mr Bhattacharya, country Di- today's borderless
Chander-Shekhar, Secretary, rector, Government Strat- economy, every firm regard- ..
Ministry of Informationand €gy. Sun Microsystems less of size needs to inte-
Technology, Government of said, “As documents and grate with its customers and

India said, “We are glad to
note that with formation of
a National ODF alliance, In-
dia too would be playing a
pivotal role in spearheading
the ODF revolution.
Further, considering the
huge potential of Gover-
nance in the nation as well
as the need to adopt open
standards to make our data
systems more inter-operable
and independent of any lim-
iting proprietary tools, we
feel that ODF is a great tech-
nological leap and a big
boon to further propel IT
right to India’s grass root
levels. I congratulate this
initiative of leading private
and public organizations
and wish them all the best

services are increasingly
transformed from paper to
electronic form, there is a
growing problem that gov-
ernments and their constitu-
€nts may not be able to ac-

_cess, retrieve and use criti-

cal records, information and
documents in the future.”

Through the use of a
truly open standard file for-
mat that can be implemented
by numerous and varied
applications, the Alliance
seeks to enable govern-
ments and their constitu-
ents to overcome the issue
and provide access year af-
ter year.” He added.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of ODF, especially for

suppliers through exchange
of documents, Adoption of
consistent document stan-
dards like ODF can signifi-
cantly increase inter-port-
ability and reduce the cost
of B2B and B2C transac-
tions”

This is especially true for
the SME’ who can compete
effectively by leveraging
digital infrastructure at par
with larger organizations.
Similarly SME firms in the
IT industry engaged in de-
veloping IT products will be
able to reduce the cost of
product development by
adoption of standards like
ODF. ODF is a great tech-
nology leveler,” he sai‘d/ ;
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